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Art as a Bitter Pill, Coated With Sweetener

Earl  Wilson/The New York Times

Andrea Dezsö in her apartment in Jackson Heights, Queens, displaying one of her pop-up books. Ms. Dezsö’s art,

precise paintings and embroidered works, have been exhibited in galleries.

By ROJA HEYDARPOUR
Published: June 5, 2007

IN a sweet, thin voice that broke into a giggle, Andrea Dezsö showed

her delicately made book of paintings, which took her a year to

complete.

“This is when insects come and attack

Steinway Street,” she said of one of

the pictures, as she sat in her

apartment in Jackson Heights,

Queens, which also doubles as her art

studio.

Then there was the diagram she painted of the inside of a

dead fly she found on the street. And the embroidery

series, 50 stitchings on white cloth called “Lessons From

My Mother,” which was recently shown at the Hungarian

Cultural Center in SoHo.

From afar, the stitching and calming colors looked like the

work of a doting grandmother, but up close there were

images of vaginas, fetuses and a study of the myths that
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mothers told their daughters in Transylvania, Romania,

where Ms. Dezsö, 39, was raised.

“It’s kind of like a sugar-coated pill with a really bitter

inside,” she said about her work. “But the pill still goes

down.”

That theme shows through in most every aspect of Ms.

Dezsö’s work. She was one of the 124 artists out of more

than 3,000 applicants who received a fellowship in May

from the New York Foundation for the Arts, hers in the

form of a $7,000 grant.

From her artistic process to her demeanor, Ms. Dezsö is

paradoxical. With a box cutter and thick watercolor paper,

she created detailed, tiny paper cutouts, including

shockingly realistic paper people engaged in sexual

intercourse.

Ms. Dezsö moved to New York in 1997 after receiving a

residency at the New York Center for Book Arts, a group

dedicated to preserving the traditional craft of making

books. Much of her work reflects her childhood in a

Communist society.

A memory of a slaughtered pig outside the plain building

where she lived became an inspiration for more than one

of her works, including a pop-up book. The dismembered

animal was on the sidewalk and the image stuck because such an act seemed out of place

on a city street.

Ms. Dezsö, who teaches at Parsons the New School for Design, plans to use the grant

money to send her 14-year-old son, her only child, to camp this summer so he can get

out of the city and she can have more time to work.

Working in the city has provided fodder for many of her ideas and for her embroidery

series, which she stitched while traveling throughout the city. A woman stitching in

public is viewed differently in different neighborhoods, Ms. Dezsö found.

“If I’m in Queens, people think I’m a traditional woman,” Ms. Dezsö said. “If I’m in

Manhattan, it’s the hippest thing.”
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