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Mithila Women painters of
India—last weeks
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"Wamen Can Do Evervthing Mow' by Shalinar Kumari. Acrylic and ink
on handmade paper. Image courtesy of Frey Marris Gallery.

These are the lastweeks of two opportunities to view contemparary Indian
paintings by artists of the Mithila reqion of India st the Asian At Museum and Frey
Marris Gallery

Closing on July 18 Frey Morris Gallery is showing the American debut of
Shalinee Kumari, a contermporary Indian warnan artist painting in the style
cormmanly referred to as "Mithila" or "Madhubani® painting. Mithila is a region in
Bihar, a state in ME India. Madhubani is the name of a town in this region,

Traditionally (and still today), these graphically engaging paintings were done by
women as mural art decorating the walls of their homes, often marking an
important celebrations, a wedding or the birth of a child, for example, or religious
themes. The current gallery show, howewver, shows the transformation of this
painting style into a contemporary form of expression on paper and canvas that
is now sold to art collectors. While stylistically linked to traditional farms, some
Mithila artists are exploring a wider range of issues. According to the gallery’s
web announcement:

Shahnee Kumarn is argulably the most progressive of these arlists,
producing highly narrative, vibrantly colored critical works on
hanc-made paper iifustrating currently pressing lssies such as the
evils of downy, bride burning, capitaiism, inflation, cofporate conirol
of the media, globalwarming, terrorismm, and the sexual expioitation
ofwormen, But she also does paintings on women's cricket, gender
equality, and women's liberation

The Asian Art Museum also has a collection of Mithila paintings sorme ofwhich
are currently an view on the 3rd floor. This installation includes a male painter in
this genre, who is among those encouraged by the economic success of the
woren attists to enter this once purely local, folk art tradition. The museurmn
installation of Mithila paintings closes after Sunday, July 26 and conservation
policy states that these light sensitive works go into dark storage to restfor five
years so that they may retain their brilliant colors for generations to come. Come
see 'em while you can!

Holy man in a forest ithe Hindu deity Shiva as Lord of the Animals), 1981 By
Jogmaya Devi (Indian). Mithila, Bihar state. Colars on paper. Asian Art
Museum, 1999.39.39.
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Related posts {(automatically generated):

1. Inwith the new Junz 31 is the end of the mussum's official business year, so
over the past few weeks staff throughout the museum have been busy going over
the happenings and accomplishments of the last twelve months. For registration,
part of this has included checking that the year's new acquistions are in orcer.

Every year is a litls [.]
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Harajuku Street Fashion, Top Gun, and Saimurai Women One of the most
memorable festivals | attended during my time living in Tokyo was the Spring Grand
Festival st Meiji Shrine (Meiji Jingu). Meiji Shrine is located in the western parts of
Tokyo in Shibuya ward, This Shirto shrine is dedicated to the spirts of Emperor

Weii and Empress Shoken, Emperar [..].
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Welcome to the blog of the Asian Art Museum—
Chong-Moon Lee Center for Asian Art and
Culture. Located in San Francisco’s historic Civic
Center, we are one of the world's largest
museums devoted 1o Asian art and culture. For
mare infarmation see the "about" tab orvisit our
maln website by clicking the image of our
building. Cpinfons expressed on this blog are
those of the writers and do not necessanly reflect
the views of e museum el
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Recent Comments

namastenancy: What he said. That kid
doesn’t need a sword; you are “slai
the cuteness. But...

AP love Sai al movies one that's my
favorite is Shogun and The Last San
the Samurai’s bushido...

» xensem: Cute picture!

ngolassi: | LOVE the lotus paintings by
Pan Gongkai and was sorry to see them
go to the protective emvirons of...

» C Could be! According to Arpana:
“The formless cannot be painted so |
thought of this blue luminous...

@ tuscanycat: The Yo, pa g looks
astronomical. Some kind of planetary
evernt happening on the left of the...

ina: You could try to wear the rose,
It since it's probably as big as
someone’s head, it might be a...

ina: Clue for the first and fourth: think
sharp things! Also, at least one is inthe
next rotation {(mid August)

bittermelon: Wow, all
ns. | just wanna pin that white
rose into someone’s hair. Thanks for...

idsome

Photos on flicks
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The following photos links to same of the
museum's featured programs or exhibitions {see
caption below)




